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1, and shall not appeal to the Court, or his 
his .own Satisfaction for it, he shall be 
rt-Martial. 

RT. LIX. 

111 take or spoil his Goods, upon pain of 
:o whom they belong, and of such further 
111 thinlr fit. But the Captain of the Com- 
shall talre. the said Gootls into his custody, 
Quarters, and to keep the overplus (if any 
hey belong, and who shall claini the same 
h. 

the Chief Conlmander shall take care of 

9 receive or Beep a Prisoner colnmitted to 
dislniss him without Order, upon pain of 
shall think fit. 

Prisoner was apprehended deserv'd Death, 
e and keep him as aforesaid shall be liable 

RT. LXI. 

)y the Provost-Martial's own Authority 
;hall acquaint the General or o.ther Chief 
~ i t h i n  twenty-four hours, and the Provost- 
iss him unless he have Order to the con- 

r. LXII. 

Braving or Menacing Words, Signs or Ges. 
ourts of Justice are sitti'ng, upon pain of 
urt-Martial shall think fit. 

r. LXIII. 

generally made known, shall be done by 
 pet, That no man may pretend Ignorance 
:hall be found disobedient or transgressing 
mished according to these Articles, or the 

r. LXIV. 

and Disorders not mentioned in these 
to the Laws and Customs of War, and dis- 
led that no Punishment a~nounting to the 
n any Offender in time of Peace, although 
'ence by these Articles, and the Laws and 

VI. 

1446 THE FIRST BRITISH MUTINY ACT. (1689.) 

An Act for punishing Officers or Soldiers who shall Mutiny or Desert their Majestyes 
Service. 

Whereas the raising or keeping a standing Army within this Kingdome in 
time of peace Unlesse it  be with consent of Parlyament is against Law. And 
whereas it  is judged necessary by their Majestyes ancl this present Parlyament 
That dureing this time of Danger'severall of the Forces which are now on foote 
should be continued and others raised for the Safety of the Kingdome for the 
comlnon defence of the Protestant Religion ancl for the reducing of Ireland. 

And whereas noe man may be forejudged of Life or Limbe, or subjected to 
any ICinde of punishment by Martial1 Law, or in any other manner than by the 
judgment of his Peeres, ancl according to the Icnowne and Established Laws 
of this Realme. Yet, nevertheless, i t  being requisite for retaineing such Forces 
as are  or shall be raised clureing this exigence of Affaires in their Duty an 
exact Discipline he observed. And that Soldiers who shall Mutiny or Stirr up 
Sedition, or shall clesert Their Majestyes Service be brought to a more exemp- 
lary and speedy Punishment than the usual1 forms of Law will allow : 

Bee it therefore Enacted by the King and Qneenes most Excellent Majestyes 
by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual1 and Temporal1 
and Commons in this present Parlyament assembled, and by authorities 
of the same. That from and after the Twelfth clay of April1 in the yeare of 
our Lord One thousand six hundred eighty-nine every person being in Their 
Majestyes Service in the Army, and being mustered and in pay a s  an Officer or 
Soldier who shall a t  any time before the Tenth day of November in the yeare 
of our Lord One thousand six hundred eighty-nine, excite, cause, or joyne in 
Bny mutiny or sedition in the Army, or shall desert Their Majestyes Service in 
the Armg, shall suffer death or such other punishment as  by a Court Martial1 
shall be inflicted. 

8. And it is hereby further enacted and declared, That Their Majestyes, or 
the Generall of their Armg for the time being, may by vertud of this Act have 
full power and authoritie to grant Connnissions to any Lieftenants, Generall or 
other Officers, not under the degree of Collonels, from time to time to call and 
assemble Court-Martialls for punishing such dfences as  aforesaid. 

4. And i t  is hereby further enacted and declared. That noe Court-Martiall 
which shall have power to inflict any punishment by vertue of this Act for the 
offences aforesaid shall consist of fewer than thirteene, whereof none to be 
under the degree of Captaines. 

5. Provided alwayes, That no field Officer be tryed by other than field Offi- 
1447 cers. And that such Court Martial shall have power and authoritie to ad- 

minister an oath to any witness i11 order to the examination or tryall of 
the offences aforesaid. 

6. Provided alwayes, That nothing in this Act contained shall extend or be 
construed to exempt any oficer or soldier whatsoever from the ordinary 
processe of Lam. 

7. Provided alwages, That this Act, or anything therein contained shall not 
extend or be any wayes construed to extend tu or concerne any of the Militia 
Forces of this Kingdome. 

8. Provided alsoe, That this Act shall continue and be in force until1 the 
said Tenth day of November in the said yeare of our Lord One thousand six 
hundred eighty-nine and noe longer. 

9. Provicled always, and bee i t  enacted, That in all tryalls of offenders by 
Courts Martiall to be held by vertue of this Act, where the offence magr be 
punished by Death, every Officer present a t  such tryall, before any proceeding 
be hacl thereupon, shall take an oath upon the Evangelists before the Court 
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1448 BRITISH ARTICLES OF WAR 0 
NING OF OUR REV01 

RULES AND ARTICLES FOR THE BETTER GOVER: 
AND ALL OTHER OUR FORCES I N  OUR KIN 
DOMINIONS BEYOND THE SEAS, AND FORE1 

All Officers and Soldiers, not having jus 
Divine Service and Sermon, in  the Place 
Regiment, Troop, or Company, to which 
themselves, or, being present, behave ind 
missioned Officers, be brought before a 
and severely reprimanded by the Presid 
Soldiers, every Person so offending shall 
Pence, to be deducted out of his next pa: 
only forfeit Twelve Pence, but be laid 
every like Offence, shall suffer and pa 
forfeited, shall be applied to the Use of 1 
pany to which the Offender belongs. 

ART. 

Whatsoever Officer or Soldier shall u 
shall incur the Penalties expressed in the 

Whatsoever Officer or Soldier shall 
Article of t'ne Christian Faith, shall be de 
be proceeded against according to Law. 

Whatsoever Officer. or Soldier shall pl 
Worship, or shall offer Violence to a C1 
Minister of God's Word; he shall be Hab 
ment as  shall be inflicted on him by a.Co1 

No Chaplain who is1 commissioned to I 
rison, shall absent himself from the salt 
rison (excepting in case of Sickness or I 
brought to a Court-Martial, and punishel 
stances of his Offence may require. 

Whatsoever Chaplain to a Regiment, ' 
Drunkennem, or  of other scandalous 01 
the Sacred Character with which he is i 
a Court-martial, be discharged from his 1 

930 MIUTABY LAW AND PRECEDENTS. 

(and the Judge Advocate or his Deputy shall, and are  hereby respectively 
authorized to admlnhter the same) in these words, that is lo say :­

" You shall well and truly try and determine according to your evidence the 
matter now before you between Our Soveraigne Lord and Lady the King and 
Queene's Majestyes and the Prisoner to be tried. " So helpe you God." 

10. And noe Sentence of Death shall be given against any offender in such 
case by any Court Martial1 unlesse nine of thirteene Officers present shall 
concur therein, And if there be a greater number of Officers present, then the 
judgement shall passe by the concurrence of the greater part of them soe sworne, 
and not otherwise; and noe Proceedings, Tryall, or Sentence of Death shall be 
had or given against any Offender, but betweene the hours of eight in the 
morning and one in the afternoone. 

The British Articles of War of 1718, promulgated by the Crown under the 
Act of 4 Geo. I, c. 4, (see m t s ,  Vol. I, p. 7,) are  given " in substance" in Tindal's 
Rapin's History of England, vol. IV, book XXVII, p. 559, and are  extracted in 
the Journal of the Military Service Institution for June, 1886. 
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