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CONSTITUTION OF HAITI 

PREAMBLE 

The Hait ii\n people p r oel:lim the present constitution in o r de r to: 

E tnablish thei r sov\:reignty; 
Define their ri.c;hts, dutie s . and res ponsibilities: 
Ett~blish a. b<tlancc o! the powers()( the s t ;.lte; 
Establish an efficient organit.ation of tho government ; 
P r otect labor: 
Cuarantec justice and social security; 
Provide the benefit::~ o( culture to a11 Haiti<tns without distinction; 
Safegua rd and promote the health of the Haitia '' people; 
Strcnsthen internal peace : a nd 

Thus establish a Haiti3n n.J.tion that is $Ociall>' just, economic~lly ! r ce, and 
politi¢aUy independent \lndc r a de moe Ti\C)' adapted tO its customs :t.nd tr<1ditions . 

TITLE I 

THE URRITORY OF THE REPUBLIC 

Article l . Haiti is a n indivisible, sovereign, independ ent, democ r atic, and 
social republic . 

Port - au - Prince, its capital, is the seat of lu gove rnme n t, This seat may be 
moved e lsewhe re for reasons o f force majeure. 

All islands within the limits established by inte rnationi\1 law, oC which the 
principal or\es a r e : La 'l'o rtue , La Conave, l'lle a Vaehes, les Cayemittes, La Navase, 
and L<l Grande Caye, are an integral p:t.rt o£ the territory o£ the rept1b lie, which is 
inviolable and may not be alienate-d by any treaty or convention. 



 

Article Z. t'he territory o£ the Republic of Haiti is divided into nine depart· 
ments, as follows: North, Nor theast, No rthwes t, Artibonite, Center, West, South ­
cast, South, and Cr~nd' Anse. The law s hall fix the boundaries of these departments . 

Each department is s ubdivide d into arrondissem e nts , each a rrondissement 
into communes , a nd each commvne Into qua rtiers (wards) and r u r al sections. The 
law shall determine the numbe r and bo\lndaries ot these subdivisions a nd shall a l so 
regula te their organization and functioning. 

TITLE II 

RIGHT 

C hapter 1 

Hait ian Citizens a nd T hei r Rights 

A rt icle 3 . The regulations conce-r n ing nationa lity shaH b-e determined by law. 

Article 4. Any pcrl'JOn born o! a n a t ive-bor n Haitia n father shall be Considered 
a nat ive -born Haitia n . An)' pe r son born in Haiti of an unknown fathe r , but whose 
mother is native-- born Haitian, shall also be conside red a native - born Haitian . 

A rt icle 5. The li!e and liberty o! Haitians a r e sacr ed and mutn be respected 
by individua ls a nd by the !Hate . 

The s tate must also ensu re the benefi ts o ! cvlture, economic we lfare, a nd 
soc::ial jtl$tice to the citizens of the republic . 

Ch:t.pte r 11 

Civil and Political Right s 

Article 6 . The aggregate o f civil ~nd p-olitical rights constitutes c iti~ent~hip. 

The exercise of civil r ight s, i ndependent o f political rights, shall be regula· 
ted by law . 

Article 7. T he exercise, enjoyment, s u spen sion, a nd loss o£ political rights 
shall be regvl ated b)' law . 

Article 8 . All Haitians, regar d less of sex, who have attained 2.1 yea r s o f 
age may exercise the ir political and civil rights it th e y meet the conditions pre· 
sc r ibed b)• the constitution a nd by la w . 

Chapter Ill 

Article 9. An a li.en woman married tO a Haiti~n t~ke& the nationa lity o f h e r 
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husband. A H 3l.tian wom an married to an alien re tains he r Haitia n nationality . 

An a l ien w oman in this situation must, before marrying, rcpc3t these words, 
to be inse rted in the marriag~ certificate: "1 r enounce the nation~lity ol any other 
count r y thO\n Haiti." 

t\ r ticlc 10. An a lien rnO\)' acquire H~i.tian n.-.tionality alter ten ye:a.rs' c::ontin· 
uous residence in the territory of the republic, p r ovided he conforms to the r egula · 
t i.on & established by law. 

Natu ralized aliens shall not be permitted to exercise thei r political rights 
until five (5) years after the date of their naturaiiz.<ation. 

Article I 1. The s tatus o! nMuraJized Haitian shall be lost in "11 cn&c$ pro· 
v ided by law, particularly by continuous r esidence lor rno r~ than thr ee (3) ye:a r s 
outside Haitian territory without duly Rrante d authorization. 

A ~r&on who loses his nationalit)' in this manner may not reacquire it . 

. '\rticle JZ. A Hens may not benefit f r om the 3dvantagcs intended especi~lly 
for Haitians by establishing a corporation pursuant to lhu laws o! the republic . ln 
this connection, ret"-il bu$iness Shall be r ese rved e xelu&ively to Haitian s . 

Artic le 13. Any alien who is in the territor~· ol the republic must obey the 
laws and r egulatio ns of the count r y 0\nd sha ll e njoy the protection a<:corded to 
Haitians, except in the event of al\y measures which it may become 11ecessar~· to 
apply against nationals o( eottntries: where H~ilians do not enjoy the il:ame protection. 

Article 14 . The right to own real property &hall be "-Ccordcd to .._liens. re t1 id · 
ing in Haiti a nd to fore ign cornpanie:s for the need11 o( their ag r ic ultural, indu~uri~l, 
commercial, o r educa tional ente rpris.es, withi 11 the limits and under tho conditions 
prescribed by law. 

T his right shall likewise be accorded to aliens residing in Jiaiti. fo r their 
residential needs. Fo reign constrvction COn'IJ><).n ics shall have the bcne!il of~ spc · 
cial s tatus regulated by law. 

However, an alien residing in H:aiti may not own more th<m one dwelling in the 
t'amc locality. He may in no ease, e ngage in the business o( renting r eal estate . 

This rig:ht to own real propert)' shall terminate two (2:) years a fte r an alien has 
cetu;cd to r eside in the country or nftcr the o pcrtttions of the ngricultvral, indus · 
trial , commercial, o r educational ente rprises oi foreign individuals or compan ies 
have terminMed . 

The law S:ho:Lil determine the rcgubtion!S to be followed, in the event of the 
cessation of residence or ope r a t ion in Haiti, in liquidating the property acquired in 
the country by fo r eign individuAls or companic.s. 

A n)' vioiMiOn oi the provi 3ions ol the !ir$t :t.nd second p<t.ragr~lph$ o( this arti~ 
ele shall re sult In the pure a nd simple seiz ure of the p r operty by the state . 

Any cit izen may r e port such a violation o r the cir c umstances o( cessation of 
residence o r of ope rations . 
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Article 1$. In the cases determined by law an ~lien ma)•be r efused admission 
to, o r $Ojourn in, the te rritory of the r e public. 

An alien may be d eported from Haiti when he interferes either directly or ina 
directly in the politicalli(c o£ the state or spreads doc trinu tha t arc anarchh;tic 
o r contr~ry to d e moc r a<!>' · 

Chapter IV 

Individual Rights and Gu~rantees 

Article 16 . Haitiai\S s ha ll be e qual before the law, subject tO the special ada 
vantages con!er red on native-born Haitians. 

Every Haitian may take an active part in his country's gove rnme nt, hold p~1b• 
lie; oUice, or Oe appointed to:~. government posit ion . without d is t inction as to color, 
sex , o r teligion. 

In the administration o( gove rnme nt s:e rvices, the appointment o£ per&onnc l , 
and the te rms and condi tions o f their ¢1nplO)'IYient, must be free of privileges, fa ­
vors, a:ld d iscrimination . 

A rtic le J7. lndlvidual libe rty shall be g uaranteed. No one m ay be prosecuted 
arrested. or detained except in the cases d etermined by law and in the manner 
which it prc&cribes . 

In addition, no o no may be a rrested o ro detained e xc;ept by order o f a legally 
competent oUic ial. 

For the execution of s uch a n order, it it; necessary: 

l . that it formally state the reason for the arre st and the law that punishes 
the act c harged; 

Z. that legal notice. of it be given a nd that a cop)' of the order be left with the 
aecuscd at the tim e o! its e xecution. t-xeept in cnse of flagrante delicto. 

No one m a)' be kept und e r a rrest more than fo rt y·eight (48) hour$ unle$6 he 
has appca :-cd before a judge w ho is assigned to r u1e on the l egality o! the arrest 
a nd the j udge has confirmed the arrest b)' a dec ision giving reasons. 

ln the case o£ a pctt)' o{(ens:e, the tl l;'res ted pcrs;on s ha ll be re!erred to the 
j us tice of the peace, who wi ll ther\ pronoullCe a fil\al decision. 

In the case of a more se rious oUensc, an appeal may be filed, without prior 
p e rmission, s imply by addreu ing a petition to the presiding· j udge of the compe ­
tent c ivil court, who, on the basis of the ora l statem ent o( the p rosecut or, s hall 
r u le on the legality of the arrest in a special session o( the cou rt, without postpone ­
m ent o:- rotat ion of j udges, a ll other C<\ses being suspended. 

ln either case, if the <\ ne s t is judged illegal , the arrested pe r son sh~ll be 
released, <\ny appeal to a higher court or the Court of Cassation notwithstanding . 
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Any unn~ces&<\ry !orce or ret;traint in the apprehension of a person or in 
keeping him unde r ;,r r est, n ny mor~l pressure o r physic3l b r uta.lity, i s fo r bidden . 

AU violation s of the$e provisions shall be considered arbitrary acts against 
which the injur ed pt\r ties m~y, without p r ior authorization, appeal to the compe· 
tent couru, prosecuting either the authors or the perpetrators, r egardless ol their 
r~nk o r the body to which th¢}' belong. 

Article 18. No o ne mny be denied access to the jt1dges whor'n the constitvtion 
o r the law assigns to him , A civilian may not be t ried by a military court J\Or may 
a military person be denied access to a court of ordinal')' law, in an exclu$ivel)· 
civil matter, e xcept when a. state of siege has been declared by law , 

Article 19. House set\r ches a nd seizu r es of papers sha.ll be p r ohibited e x • 
ccpt by virtue of law and In accordance \Vith legally prescribed p r ocedures. 

A r ticle ZO. This law shall not be ret roactive in effect except in criminal 
cases when it i $ favorable to the offender. 

The law Shall be retroacti ve in effect whenever it tak.e$ away vested right$, 

Article Zl . No penalty mJ~y be established except b)' l<lw, or impo3cd except 
in the cates provided by law. 

A r ticle 2Z, The right o f ownCr t' lnp i $ gunr.antec d tO the citil'.ens, E.xpropria• 
tion for a legall)' established public purpose may be e ffected only by th¢ ~dv~nce 
p<ayment, or depo&h, in !a.vor ol the pers on e ntitled :he reto, or fai r compen!l<ttion. 

ProJ,erty ~I s o c n t l).iiA ce rt:tin obliga: Ions . £ts use must be in the public i1ne rest. 

Landowners h<tve an obl:lgation to the comr-nunity to cultiv:ue, work, and p ro· 
teet their land, parcicul~rly against erosion, 

The penalty !or fai!ure to f1.11£i11 this obligation sh<t.ll be prescribed by law. 

The right or owner ship shall not e xtend to spril"'gs, r ivers, o r other water~ 
courses~ mines, and quarries in the subsoi l. These a.ro part of the public domain. 

1'he law shall establish regulations governing freedom to prospect for and 
wor k mines, ore·be~~;ring <:>'l r ths . ::t,nd quarries, tl"'!l\lring AI\ equal share of the pro· 
fits o( such exploitation to the owner of the land and to the s tate or its coneession ­
nai r es . 

The law shall n~ the limit on the right of ownership. 

Article 23. Freedom to work sha ll be exerc ised under the contr ol and supe r · 
vision of the state :tnd shall be r egulated by law , 

Howeve r , save fo r the exceptiOn$ l).nd distinctions est~blished by ltlw , all im ­
portc.rs, agents, and manufacturers' representatives s ha ll be prohibited from ena 
g<tging i n r etail t r ade, even thcough an inter mediO'I.ry, 

ihe law shall define what Is meant by an intermediary . 
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Article 2·1. Every worker aha.U be entitled to a fair wage, job tr{lining, 
health protec tion, social s ecurity, a nd the welfare o! his (~mily into(ar as hi& 
country' s economic development permits . 

lt t h{lll be a moral obligMion o( the employer to contribute to the education 
of his illiterate worke r s according to h is mettns. 

Any worker ma)'' participate, through his representatives, in the collective 
determination of working conditions . Ail workers shall be entitled tO rest and 
lei.sv. r e . 

All workers may protect their interests through trade·uni01' activities . Each 
worke-r shall belong to the t rade union representing hit particvl{lr occupat ion. 

Annual vacations with pay shaU be compuh;ory. 

Article 25. Capital pu,,ishmerH rna>' not be impo$ed !or nny political o!!ense 
except t reason. 

The crime o! treason consists in taking up arms against the Republic of H~iti, 
joining avowed enemies of H<l.iti, 3.nd giving them aid and comfort. 

Article 26 . Everyone has the right to express his opinion on <\ny matter and 
by every means within his power. 

The e x pretsion o! thought, wha.tever Corm it takes, may not be subjected to 
prior censorship e xC:eJlt whtn war ha.s been d ecl:t. r ed . 

Abuses of the right of freedom of speech shall be defined and punished by law. 

A rticle 27 . All religion$ and taiths shall be e q,ua lly rccognited and !rec. 
Everyone ma.y p ro!ess his religion and practice his faith, provided he does not dit• 
turb law and o rder. 

No o ne m3.y be compelled to belong to a religious organizatior\ o r to CollO\v a 
religious teaching contra ry tO h is convictiOn$. 

Article 28 . Since marriage tends to purity of morals by colttributing tO a 
better organization()( the family, the Cundamcnta.l b3.sis o( society, the st;:..te shall 
facilitate it and e ncourage its spread among the people, V{lrticularly in the rural 
class . 

In the organization of ma rriage, the law shall protect Haitia.n women in par ­
ticulnr. 

Article Z9 . F'reedom oC education shall be exerci sed in accordance with the 
l3w, under the control and supervision of the state , which should see to the moral 
a nd civi<: training o£ the young . 

Public education shall be the re sponsibility o! the state and the communes. 

P r ima r y ed~,~catlon shall be comp1.11$o ry. 

Public education shall be- free of charge a t all le vels . 
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Technical and vocational training shall be generalized. 

Higher education sh<\ll be open to all, on a n equal b<:ls is, <'¢Cording to meri t 
only. 

A r ti<::lc 30. In the cases dete rmined by l~w, a jury s ha ll be used in <:: r imina.l 
t r ials and Cor political oHc nscs committed through the press o r by some o ther 
m eans . 

Article 31. Haitians may assem ble pcacca.bly a nd without a rms, e ven for the 
purpose o ( d iscussing political a (fa£rs, without prior a uthorit.ation1 in conformity 
with the laws govern ing the exe rcise o( this right. 

T his provision shall not apply to public gatherings. which shall be entirel~· 

subject to pollee regulations . 

Article 32 . Haitia n s shall have the right of association, o( forming political 
partie8, labor unions, and cooperatives . 

This rig ht may not be subjec te d to any preventive m easure . And no o ne may 
be compelled to join an anociation or a po litical pa rty . 

T he law shall regulate the conditions fo r the functioning o( these g roups and 
shall promote their (o r mation. 

Article 33. The right o f petition shall be e x e r c ised personally byoneormore 
individuals, never in behal! of a g roup. 

Any petition addressed to the legisla tive bod~· mutlt give ri se to the rcgula.eor y 
procedure m('l.king it poU ible to r v le o n the object of the petition. 

Article 34 . Correspondence sha.ll be inviolable, subject to the penalties pro ­
vided by law . 

A rticle 35. F rench shall be the oHieial language . Its use shall be compulso ry 
in govern.mentservices . However, thclawshalJ determine in wha.t ease& and under 
what condition s the u sc ot C reole may be permi.ttcd, and even recomrnende d, fo r rhe 
purpose of safeguarding the mate rial and moral interests o( citizens who do not know 
the F rench l;.tnguage wei) enough , 

A rticle 36. The rig ht of <tsylum shl:lll be acco rded tO political r efugees, pro­
vided they conform to the laws o( the cou~Hry . 

Article 37. E xtradition in political matters shall not be permitted . 

Article 38 . The law may neither add to nor derogate from the constitution. 

The letter of the <::onstitution s ha ll a lways prevail. 
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TITLE Ill 

DUTIES 

Chapte r 1 

C ivic Duties 

Article 39. Civic duties attend the $latus of citizen and dvil and political 
rights , 

Civic duties are the aggregate moral, p-olitical, social, and economic obHga· 
tion s of the citizen toward the &tat<: and the nation. 

Article 40. For the citizen, voting i.$ not o nly a right but an obligation im­
posed by his civi<: duty. 

Responsibilities of Government Ofiicials and Employees 

A r ticle 41 . Dcfo:-e takiltgof!ic c , c vc ry o((icial tn the sense defined and spec· 
ified by law sMJl swea r on h is honor to d ischa .·gc con$cicntioutly the duties of his 
office, to be loyal to h i$ cotmt r )', and to <:a rry out and e nforce the constitution and 
laws and the rcgulatiorts cnncted unde r the con etiHitio n or law . A written statement 
of the ol!icial's oath shall be p repa r e d for his sisn :uur t . a nd a certified copy of it 
issue d to him (()r a ll pertinent p urposes . 

A r ticle 4Z. Officials who have knowledge of a viola tion committe d ;)gainst the 
treasu r y by their Subordina te personnel must so inform the competent authorities 
as soon as possible , on pn.in of being con s i<lcred harborers of persons a nd pros~ ­

cuted as s uch . 

A rticle 43. I( government o!ficials o r emplo>•ees a r e guilty o( unl<lwfut gain 
at the expe n se o( the p\lblie treasur y, they must restore to the state the a m ounts 
illegally acquir e d without prejudice to the c riminal proceedings provided by law . 

Unl awful gain may be proved by a ll kinds of cvid<mce, particularly by pre 4 

sumption of !act. 1t shall be deduced, in pa rticular, from a m a rke d disc r e p:tnc>• 
between the me<tn s of the official, :tequired afte r he took (l((iee (pe rs(II'H\1 and real 
property) and the accumulated amou.nt of the salary or fees to which he was e ntitled 
by virtue o ( h is oUicc. In determining S\.ICh unlawCul gain, t he total C;).pital o( the 
official plus that of his wife and m inor children shall be c onside r e d as forming a 
unit, 

The government oC£icials ;;lnd empl oyee$ s pecified b y l<lw t;h3Jl be required to 
make a s tatement o f thei r pr(lperty to the clerk o! the civil court within sixty (60) 
days of thei r enHy upon d uty. The competent gove rnment reprc &cntative ma>• take 
whAte ver me~$ures he d eem s necessa r y to verify the a.ecurae y of the declar~tion. 
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Article 44 . An}' oflicial who commits the abovc·mcntioned offenses ma>' be 
3CCorded ~ten-yeAr pre$c ription o nly. ThiS prescription $hall be comp\lted from 
tl1e termination of his duties. 

Article 4S. A violadon of these constitutional provisions shall be specially 
punished by law, and peuon$ who commit $ttch o(fent~c:t s hall not be entitled to the 
clemertcy of the preside11t of the republic. 

TITL E IV 

NATIONA L SOVEREIGNTY 

Ch<apter I 

The Exercise of National Sove r cignt)' 

Article 46. National sovcr-eit:;nt)' i s ... estcd in all the citizens . 

The people shall exercise the J)r c r ogatlvcs of sovereignty directly by : 

l , election of the p r esident of t}u'! r epublic; 

2 . e lection of the members of tl1e Leg is la ture; 

3. e lection of thi! communal councillors: and by 

4 . the opinion which they cxpres:;:, in a r-eferendum , o n ;dl matters concern· 
!ng them o:tnd r c!crred to the rn by the chic( executive. 

Article -17. Subject tO t!1e pro~o•islons of the preccdiJ1g article, the exercise of 
national sovereignty shall be delegated lo thfCC b r a nchc$ of gove rnment : the l~gi$­
l<ttive, executive , and the judicial. 

't'}Jcy shaH constitute the government o f the republic, which $htlJl be essenti;;tlly 
civil. democ r .:ltic , a nd r epr e$entative. 

Artl.clo 48, £aeh branch shall be independent of the other two in iu functions, 
which it $h~ll pel"form sep;t.rately, 

No branch may delegate its funct ions or exceed the limits e x tabH:'Ihed !or it. 

Each of the three branches sh<lil be re$pOn$ible fo r its acts. 
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Chapter Il 

The Legislat ive Branch 

Section I 

The L.cgisl:uure 

Article 49 . The legislative power sh:\11 be exer~iscd by one chamber called 
the Legislature . 

Article SO. The numbe r o£ members o( the Legisl a ture shall be fixed a t 
fift y 4 cight (58) deputies until such time as the numbe r and area of the e l ectoral 
districts are fixed on the basis o f the economic and political importance and the 
population density of each arrondissement. 

J)cputics $hall be elected b>' a majority of the votes cast in the primary as ­
semblies, unde r the conditions and in the mannet• prescribed by law . 

Article Sl. 'fo be eligible !or member ship in the Legislature, i t shall be 
necessary: 

l. to be a Haitian and never to have renounced Haitian ,,ati.onality; 

2 . to be 2S yea rs oi age: 

3 . to enjoy civil and political rights; 

4. to have resided at least five (S) years in the district to~ r ep resented . 

Article 52 . Membe r s o f the Legislatu re $hall be elected for six (6} >•cars 
and may be reelec ted an indefinite number of times. 

They $h<t.ll enter upon the performance of their duties on the second Monday 
in Apr il of the year in which they a re elect-ed, unJess elected to fill a vacancy. In 
that e-vent, they shall take oHice when elected and shall se rve only (or the remainder 
of the unexpired term . 

Article 53 . In the cvem o! the death, r eeignation, disq\laliCication, judicial 
interdiction, o r expulsion of a deputy, or of his acceptance of a1\other office incom ­
pMI.ble with that of a member o( the J...egislature, the replacement o f such d eputy in 
his electoral dist rict, (or the r emainder of his term onl y, shall be done by special 
election upon convocation of the primary electoral assembl y by the p resid ent of the 
:-epublic in the month in which the vacancy occurs . 

However, before accepting a resignation, the Legislature may conduct .-..ny 
kind of investigat ion of the ci:-cumstan c(!& sunounding the resignation. 

This special e lection shall take pl ace w ithin thi r ty (30) days o f th¢ convening 
of the primary assembly. 

The procedu re shall be the same in default of e l ection o r in case o f the inv~ ­
lidity of elections in one o r more distr icts. 
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However, if the vacancy occurs du r ing or a fte r the l ast regular session o! 
the t...cgi$latur c , no by -electio n s shall be held. 

Article 54. The foiJowing person s ml\y n Ol b¢ membe r s of the Legislature: 

l. contractor.s or coocestdon:Hlires of the St<:~.te i n the oper~tion o£ public 
se rvices o r the exploitatio n of national resou rce s : 

l , representatives o r agcn u of contr<lCtors o t conccssionn:\i res of the 
s ta te, whether individuals or companies; 

unless the pe r sons concerned publicly cancel or transfe r their contracts to thlrd 
parties other than mcmbeu of the ir immedht.te !amilies, blood relat ives, o r r c la ­
t iv¢8 by ma. rrl l\g¢; o r publicly a nd actua lly re sign as r e presentatives o r agents of 
the contractors or conccssionnaircs of the s tMe. 

Section U 

The Na.tion~l Aucmbl)' 

A rtic le SS. The m embe r s o£ the l,..cgi JJl-'h.lr C $h"H m eet ".s ~Nation~! As!'lem• 
bl y Co r the opcnirlg and closing o i each session and in. th<' cases specified in Article 
56 o! th i$ con stitution. 

Article !)6. The functions of the Nationtd Assembly s hall be : 

I. to receive the consti tutio nal oath o£ the prcsidcrH o f the r e public: 

Z. to declare war o n the recommend a tion o£ the execut ive branch; 

3. to approve or reject peace treaties and other inte rnational treat ies and 
conve ntions; 

4 , to rcvlse tJ1e constitution; 

S . to act as a high cou rt of justice. 

Article 57. The meetint;s o£ the NAt ion:ll :\ ssembly s ha ll be p ublic. Howc:wcr, 
"-'the r equest o! five members , they m ay be held in sec ret a nd it shall be d ecided 
at t hat time by fl m ajo ricy vote whether the meeting is to be resumed in public. 

:\ rticlc SS. In case of e mcrgcncr. when th¢ L cgi$la tu r e is not in 8Ctlsion, 
the e x ecutive branch may call a special set1sion o! the National Assembly. 

Article 59. The n.d opt io n oC decisio n• i n the National Assembly shall require 
the p resence of two thi rds of the m embe r s of the Legislatu r e . 

Section III 

E xe rcise of the Legis lative Power 

Article 60. Thc scat o! Lhc Leglsl:~.ture shall be ir) Port 4 au-Priltee . f'lowe ve r , 
if ci r c umstance$ re quire, the Se;.\t m~ty be tr.-msfc r rcd elsewhe re, to the sam e 
place a nd at the nme time as that of the e xecu tive branch . 
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Article 6 1. The ~gislat\lre shall meet automaticaHy on the second Monday 
in Apr il each year. 

The session shall date Crom the £ir$t meeting o£ the Legislat\lrC silting as a 
National Auembly . 

The session shall last three months . If necessary, it may be extended o ne 
or two months b)'' the executive o:- the legislative b ranch . 

The p resident o! the rept.~blic m~y adjour n the Legislature, but the 3djoutn ­
zncnt ma>' not be for more than one month or lor less than fifteen (I S} days, and 
there ma)' not be more than two adjournments in a single session. 

The tirne of th¢ adjoutnment may not be cha rged to the leng'h oC the session 
established by the constitution . 

Article 6Z. in cnsc o! a sc:-lou~ eonfli<;t between the leg!sl<Lt!ve branch ;.~nd 
the c xc<;utive bran<;h, the president o{ the republic ma>· dissolve the Legislat1.1re. 

The decree di &solving the LegislahlrC shall . at the same time, provide !or 
the holding of new e lections . 

The publication o! the dec ret,: sha ll <!ntaH the immedi<He disrnissal of a ll mem­
be r s of the c~binet, no:'e o! whom ma)· be a memb<!r of the new gove rnment. 

These elec tions shaH Ue held not less thal'l th ree (3) m o nths ! r om the pt1b1icil ­
tion o£ the decree. 

During the recess of the Legislature resulting from the dec ree of dissolution, 
the president of the republic Shall provide for the needs of the public services by 
an arrotC (order) it~Sl•cd by the e:ouncil of the scc r e t:\ries o( 1UMC . 

Nevertheless, he may not exarci.sc the "right of di ssolution until after he has 
applied the procedure of adjournment without Sl.l<:COISS. o r when. in accordance 
with the preceding a r ticle , be may :'o Io nge r reso rt to th~t method. 

Article 63, In the inte rvals between s e ssions and in case of emergency, the 
president o! the republic may convene .'L t;pec ial session of the L·cgisla.t,u·e. 

In that event, the Legislature may not take up any matter not pertinent to the 
reasons Cor convoking the session . 

However, any member of the L.egislat\lrC may addre:Js the A$SCmbly on rn:u­
ters of public interest. 

Article 64. The ~gbslatt~re shall verify and validate the powe r s of its mcm• 
be r s and sh:dl be the fina l jt~dge on disputes a r ising in this connection. 

Article 6S. The members of the Legislature shall take the follow ing oath: 
" I swear to uphold the rights of the people and to abide by the constitution." 

Article 66. The meetings of the Leg is lature shall be public . However, the 
Assembly m;,y meet in c::loscd SC$$ion at the request of five (S} members and then 
decide by a majority vote if the session is to be resumed in public. 
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Article 67. No monopoly may be established e xcept In !avor o! the stat~ o r 
the eomm\lnes, in the e oues and under the conditions determined b)• law. 

However, in the exercise of this privilege, the s ta te or the. commune s, may 
ente r into partne r ships with o r r eplace COffiJ)S.nles o r corpo r ations. In th:U event, 
the contract o! concession must be submitted to the Legislature fo r r atification . 

Article 68 . The legislative branch shall e nact laws on a ll matters of general 
inte :-est. 

T he initiative !o r such action s h::lll rest with the L.egisla.turc.: ~nd the e xecutive 
b ranch . 

Neve r the less, the e xecutive br a nch a lone may take the initiative !or laws con ­
ce rning p\lblic e xpenditu res, a nd the Legisla ture m.-.y not inc reaJH~ the expenditu res 
proposed by the c xecut i ve br.lnch , 

Artic le 69. Th:-oug:h its bylaws, the Legislatur e s hall appoint itS pe r sonnel, 
provide for discipline. and establish the procedure £or exercising its powers . 

It may impose disciplinary pcnahie$ on iu mem bers Olnd even expel those 
who have been recogni.~cd to be g uihy o £ rep r e hensible conduct. 

Article 70 . The mcmbeu of the Lc~islaturo shall be inviolable from the day 
th~y take the o<ath o( o!lice tmtil ~he e xpi ration o! thei r te r m . 

They m~y not be barred !rom the Assembly. nor may they at an)· t irl'le be prO" 
sccuted and attacked for their opinionto a nd votes expressed in the performance o! 
thei r func tion s o r occasioned by such perfor mance . 

Article 1 1. No ph)•Sical restraint may be used against a member o! the Leg ­
is lat\lre during his to:m o! office . 

Article 72.. Ouring hi$ term of of!ice, no :'nc:mbe r o£ the Legislatu r e ma)• be 
prosecuted or arrested for a crime, mi$demeanor or petty offense, or even a po­
litic~! oUense, without the author itation of the Assembly, except in ease of Cia· 
g: r ante delicto io: an act punit;hable by the lou of liberty, Ji!e, o r c ivil rights, 

The case s htt. ll then be: referred to the Li;!gislative Assembl)• if it is in se.saion; 
if not, the pre&ident o { the republic shall c3 ll a special Sellsion of H1e Legjslature 
within !orty- e ig ht {·; 8) hovn of the arrest to inform it of the decision made regard• 
ing the said membe r. 

Article 73, The Legislature ma)• not adopt decisions unless a majority of ils 
members arc present , 

A rticle 74 . An act o f the L-egi&laturc tn'ly be adopled onl)' by a majority vote 
o! the member s present. e xcept as othe rwise p rovided by the con !Jtitution. 

Article 7S. The Legislature may investigate any matter referred to it . 

This r ight s hall be l imited by the p::inciple of the scp<tr<'tion ol powcn, pur ­
suant to Article 47 o£ this con stitution . 
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Article 76 . No bill m<'->' be p<lUCd by t he Auembly 1.1ntil it hu been voted 
on article by article. 

Article 71. The Legislature may amend and divide the proposed articles . 
No bill may become law until it has been voted on in iU entirety. 

Any bill may be withdrawn from discussion so long as it has not been defini­
tivel y voted upon. 

Article 18. Every law passed by the Legislature shall immcd:ately be trAn s ­
mitted tO the president of the republic, who, before promulgating the law, may ob· 
ject to all or any part of it. 

In tha t event, he shall return the law to the Legislature w ith his objections. 

Article ?9 . H the law is <\mended by the Legislature:, it shall be sent to the 
J>residem of the republic for promulgation. 

If the objections "'r c r ejected, the law shall be sent back in itS original text 
to th<: president of the republic, who must then promulgate it. 

Re jectiOil of the objections shall require a vote of two thirds of the members 
of the A:ssembly. and the vote$ t;hall be given by yeas and nays <tnd entered in the 
ma r gin of the r eco rd beside the 1'ame of each member. 

H;) two-th!rds m"'jorit)· i$ not obtained, the objections must be accepted. 

Article 80. The right o! objection mu$t be excrci.sed within eight (8} days of 
the d~t¢ of the r eceipt oC the law by the president o C the r¢p\tblic, e xch.l<.!ing Sundays, 
natio nal and legal l1olidays., strikes, and recesses of the Legislature, pursuant to 
Article 6 1 of the constitution . 

Article 81. If the president of 1he republic expresses no objection within the 
time limit, the law muts1 be promulgated unless the session of the Legislature 
closes before the e,.:pi r ation of the time limit, in which case the law shall be post· 
poned. Any l aw thus postponed &hall, <\t the opening of the next seuion, be sent to 
the president of the r cpvbli.c so that he m ay e xercise his right o! objeetion. 

Article 82 . A l)ill de!eated in the Legisl:Ht.~ re m ny not be reintrodtlced during 
the same session. 

Article 83 . Jhe laws :tnd other acts of the Legislature and the National As· 
sembly shall be rendered official by public<\\ ion in the Monitcur and shall be inserted 
in the printed ;tnd numbered bulletin entitled Uulletin des Lois et Actes. 

Article 8·1. That law shall date from the day of its deCinitive adoption by the 
Lcgit;la.turc, but it sh<\ll become binding only n(ter promulgation by the prc $idcnt 
of the republic and its publication in the manne r prescribed . 

Article 85. No o:te may submit petitions to the Legislature in person. 

Article 86. Tho official intcrpr·ctation of the laws shall rest solely with the 
lcgi$lative branch and sha-ll be given in the fo rm o( a l :t.w . 
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Article 87, E~ch m e m be r o ( the t.egislaturc $hii, ll r eceive <L month l)' salaq• 
of two thousand (Z, 000} gou rdes f r om the tirne of ta king h is oath of office . 

Article 88. The o!fiec ol membe r of t!1e Legislature s hall be i rtcompatible 
with :\ny o the r office (Or whic h compens{ltion i:s given by the :state, e xcept th~t o! 
secretary of state, unde r sec r e tary o f s ta te, a 1)d diplomatic a3em. 

;\ny m e m be r of the Legislature w ho becomes a sec reta r y of state, under sec· 
retn r )' o f state~ o r a diplom,H!e ~gent sh~!l <:C{I.Se to be cntil led to the eompe nS3 tion 
allocated to him in the preceding article, unless he is on a tetnporal')' mission. 

A member of the Legis la tu r e who becom elS a secretary of state, unde r secre ­
t:.u·y o f state, o r diploma tic .-t:;ent shall not pa rticlp;uc i n th¢ delibe rations o( the 
J....cgis lnture . 

A l·tidc 89. Any member of the Legisla ture ,nay questio n or interpella te a 
m ember o( the cabinet, o r the c ntir<: c<t.bmet, c;Or.¢e r ning the 0'\Ction :s 1\n<l instru ­
ments o! the admi,~istratiot~ . 

A request !o:- interpe l lcuion must be suppo r ted by one 1hird o! the m embers 
o! t)H!I Assembl)' · 

Ch:tpt<"r lil 

Section l 

T he President of 1he Rc:rmblic 

A r ticle 90. The e xecutive power lJhall be ves h;d in a cit i:r.en who Shl) ll be 
g iven the t i tle of president of the r e public a nd be assisted by secreta r ic& of ~Hate 
" nd under scc r¢ ttlriC $ o( Sl \tt¢, 

Art ide 9 1. To be e ligible to be president of the r e public , it s hall be neces -

1. to be a native .. born f!aitlan and never to have renounced Haitian n:uionll.lity; 

2. to be 4 0 ye<tn of 01gc; 

3. to enjoy civil and political riJ;hts: 

-1. to be domiciled in Haiti ; 

S. to have been re lieved 0! hts responsibilities when t he c;"ndid;.He h<.lS beC1l 
handling public funds . 

Article 9Z. Se!o r e taking omce , the p resident ol the r epublic shall t;)kc the 
following 03.th befor e the National Assembly: 

" I swear befor e God <tnd the nl\tion !1\ithfuHy to observe i\nd enforc e the e on · 
t;titution a nd laws of the republic, to respect the dShta of the Haitian people1 to 



 

work lor thei r p rospe r ity and greatness, a nd to maintain the national independence 
a nd the integr ity of the terri tory. " 

Artic le 93. 'l' he president of the republic sh a ll appoint a nd d ism iss secre • 
ta rics of s tate, unde r sec r e ta r ies o f s ta te , and gove r nmen t e m p loyees a nd o({icials . 
He s ha ll be char ged w i th see ing: that the t r eaties oC the r Cp\1blic a r e ca r ried out. 

He shall caut e the setll or the r epub lic to be al!ixed to a ll Jaws and s ha ll p ro• 
m ulg:ue them w ithin the t im e limit pre scribed by Articles 78, 79, 80, a nd 8 1 of 
this constitution . 

He s ha ll be responsible for the enfo rcement of the con st it ution a nd la ws, acu, 
a nd d ec rees of the Legislatu re :t.nd the Nat ion"-! Assembly. 

He shall is sue <tll r cguJ:\tio n s a nd :\ r r etCs necessar y (o r that p u r pose, but he 
m ay ne ve r s u spe nd o r inte rpret t he laws, acts , ll.1\d dec rees themsel ves, o r fa il to 
enforce them . 

He shall make appointment $ to p~,.tblic o!ticc.: nnd positions o nly in acc o rdance 
with the c ons t i tutio n o r the e x p ress p rovis io n of a law a nd on the condi tion$ p r e ­
s cribed therein . 

He shall provide, according to bw, lor the inte r nal a nd e xte rna l secu r it)' of 
the s ta te . 

He shall make all inte rnational t reaties o r conv..,ntions , s ubject to a ppro val 
by the National Auembly, to which he shall (llso S~,.tbmit :\H e xecutive o r de r s fo r 
r >\ t ilication . 

He m ay d huolve the Legisla ture, in accordance with Artic le 6Z of th is con ­
s titution . 

He may g r ant pa r don s a nd commute sente nces in all cases that ha ve become 
a res j udicata, e xcept in the e ve nt o f impeachment by the c ou r ts o r by the Legisla ­
ture, as s tipula te d in Articles 123, 124 , a nd 12 $ o! th i$ <:on 3titution , 

Amnesty may be g r <'lnted o nly fo r poli t ical matte r s as iHipulated b y law. 

A r ticle 91 . I( the p resident of the r e public finds i t tem por a r ily impossible to 
pe rfo r m his duties, the e x ecutive autho r ity s ha ll be veste d in the counc i l of the =:Jec­
r e ta ries ol sttne so long as the d isability co1Hinues . 

A r tic le 95. Whateve r m easures the pre s ident o f the r e publi.c a d opt& must 
fi r s t be deliberate d o n by the council of the $Cc reta t"ie s of s tate . 

Article 96 . All acu of the pres ide nt ol the r e pub lic , except a rrNCs a p po int ­
ing o r r emovi ng sec r e taries o f s tate, s hal l be counte r signed by the s e c reta r y (or 
secreta rie&) of s t tlte c onc e rned. 

A r ticl e 97. T he p resident of the republic: shall ha ve no p owe r $ Qth e r th a n 
those accorded to him by the c ons titu tion and the laws . 

Article 98. At the ope ning of e a c h sess ion of the Legi.t;)3.ture, the presid ent 
o! the r e public sh;;til de live r 0'1. m enage on the $tate o f the n a t io n a nd t r a n s m it to i t 
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the reports re<:cived by him !rom the vfi riou $ see •eta. r ie$ of St<tte. 

Article 99. T he pre$ident o f the r¢pub1i<: Shfill r ect:ive a monthly Ull'lt"y o! 
ten thousand (10, 000) gou•des !rom the public t reas ury. 

A r ticle 100. 1'he president of the republic s hall have his of£ici3l r esidence 
in the National Palace, un less the seat of the government i s moved. 

Section 11 

Elec tion of the President of the Re public 

Article !01. The p resident o ! the republic shall be elected by secret ballot, 
by direct suffrage, and by a majot'ity vote of the electors. 

The law shall regulate the manner o£ dec:la r!ng elections to be totfilly or pa r ­
tially in defa ult o r null and void in one o r more localities. 

Section Iii 

See r eta ries o ! StMc 

Article JOZ. T he law shall fix the numbe r of m inis te r ial departments. 'l' hc r e 
s ha ll be no (ewer than !lve {5) sec r e ta ries of s ta u::. 

1'he president of the republic may, when he deem$ it neceua ry, 3.tt3ch to 
the m under secre t:-trics o f s ta te whose powe r s and duties shall be determined by 
law. 

To be eligible to 1>c <t. sec r e ta r y or under secret"'!")' of state, it $hall be neees .. 
sary: 

I. to be a Haitian and neve r to have renounced Haitian nation;l.lity; 

l. to be 30 years o f age: 

3. to enjoy civil and political r ights. 

None of the person~:~ lis ted in Article $4 of thi$ constitution may be either see· 
reta r y of state o r unde • sec reta ry of state . 

Article 103 . The secretaries of state s ha ll meet as a council p resided over 
by the president of the r ep\lbl ic or one of the sec r e taries of s tate d elegated by him. 

All deliberations of the council shall be recorded in a register, and the min­
ute s of each meeting .shall be $igncd by the m embe r s of the council pre sent. 

A r ticle 10 <1 . The sce r c tarie$ of $tate m ay be a dmitte d to the Legis la ture and 
the National Assembly in order to support bills or objections r:~.ised by the e xecuti ve 
b r a nc h . 

Article ! OS. The secretaries of state shall be responsible for the acts o! the 
president of the republic counters igned b y the m and !or the acts of their respective 
departme nts, as well as f o r failure to cnfol"Ce the laws . 
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In no case may a w r itten o r o r a l orde r of the p resident of t-he r epublic release 
a secreta r y of state from the respon s ibility attaching to his office . 

Article 106. £ach see r e t :t. r y oi st:t.t e s ha ll receive 3 monthly salary of three 
thousand (3, 000) gourdes from the public treasury, and each unde r sec reta ry of 
state, a monthly salary of two thousand (Z, 000) gou rdes . 

Section IV 

'the Supreme 'Technical Council 

Article 107. A Supreme Technical Council on NMional Resources and Eco· 
nomic Development is her eby established. It shall be a n independent age ncy who.&e 
m embers will be appointed by an :\ r rete o£ the pr<:sident o£ tho republic. Its man­
ne r of operation shall be deter mined by law. 

Chapte r IV 

The Judic ial Branch 

A rticle 108. The jud icial power shaH be vested in a Cou rt of Cassat ion, 
courts of appeal, and lower eotzrts whose nt~mber, organization, and jurisdictton 
s hn.ll be regulate d by law. 

T he p reside1H of the r epublic shall appoint the judges o f a ll the courts. He 
shaH <'ppoint and dismi&$ the o!£icers o£ the mini$t'ere public:: at the CO\It't o f Cassa­
t io n, the courts o f appeal, and the other couruo, as well as the justices of the peace 
and the ir alternates . 

T he judges o£ the Court of Cauation a nd of the courts of appeal shall be ap­
pointe-d fo r ;_t term ot te n yea r s , and those o f the civil couru, !o r seven years. 

The te rm of oHicc shall begin whe n a judg-e takes hi$ oath . 

Once i\ppointed, jlldge$ shall not be $ubject to removal ty the e xecutive 
b ranch Co r any cause whateve r . However, they shall be sobject to tl~e provision s of 
Articles IZ3, IZ4, and lZ!> of th is constit\lt ion a nd to the provisions of spoci<tl li\w& 
setting fo rth the reason s w hy their duties may be te rminated. 

The duties of j \ldgc s ha ll be incompatible with any other salaried oftice . In­
compatibility by reason o! blood relationship or r e lationship b>• marriage tshall be 
regul3 ted by l l\w. 

'l'he la w $hall 1\lto deter mine the qual ifications !or judges of all r anks . 

Article 109. The cour ts of o rdinary law shall have exclusive jurisdic tion 
over di s pu tes conce rning civil rights . 

Article J 10 . The couru (tribunaux) $hAll have juri.&diction o ve r di$putes con ­
ce r ning political rightS, subject to the exceptions establi. shed by l aw. 

Article Il l. Commercial dispute& shall be referred to civil and peace courts, 
in accordance with the code of commerce . 
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A r tiele 112 . Jurisdiction of man e r s in dispute may be est \lblished only by 
law. 

Article 11 3 . Land courts, labor couru, and children 's court s are hereby 
est3blished, thei r numbe r , orsaniz.atl01~, seat, a nd manne r ol ope ration to b¢ Hxed 
b)' law. 

Article 1 14, The miuion of the land <;Our ts $htt.ll be temporary. Their func • 
tions shall cease as soon as the pu r poses for which they are organized have been 
accompli1$hcd. 

Art ide I I S. .e:nch land cour t s ha ll take cognizance, b)' w3y of e xception, o{ 
disputes relating to pr operty transactions, registration of real proper ty, real prop­
erty rights, a nd possessor y actions sole ly fo r the area fo r w hich It ls establis hed. 

Ordinar y courts and peace courts shall retain jurisdiction in litigation for 
which competence is accorded to them by law, 

A r ticle 116. 'fhe Court o( Cassation shall not t r y cases o n their me r its. 
Nevertheless, in all c::ues other than thO$¢ s ubmitted to a jury, when a case be· 
tween the same parties is tried upon second appeal or even on the basis ol an excep· 
t ion, the Cotl t't of Ca8S:'ltion, <l¢<:epting the appeal, shnll not r emand the case to a 
lower court, but s hall rule on the merits, sitt ing a s a full court. l n th<lt event, a 
majority of the j'-=dses of the court must not have tried the case when it was first 
appealed. 

However, in the case of appeal!J f r om temporar)· restraining o rders o r orde r s 
of examining m3.gi tll rates, gr.lnt$ of appctll pronounced in connection with $ueh <)r ­
dc r s in the cases determined by law appealing from deci.sion& relating to temporary 
cxc<:\ltion, !rom j udgments of the land courts, labor cour ts, o r f r om final sen­
tences of the peaec courts, the Court of Cauatio n, <ldmitting the appeal , shall pro­
nounce a decision without remandins the case . 

A r ticle 1 17, The Court oC Cassation Sh<lll rt.~lc on jurisdictional conl1icu in 
the manner pr·oscribed by law . 

It s hall take cogniztt.nce o! both the !nets 3.nd the law in a ll c~ues ol decisions 
r e nde red by the military court. 

A r ticle 1 18. When litigiltion it' r efe rred to it, t he Cou r t of C.:t.asatlon sitting 
as a full court, shall rule on the unconstitutionality o! the 1:\w$. 

Actions fo r a r uling of unconstitutionality shall not be subject to any require· 
ment of deposit, penalty, or fee . 

A r ticle J 19 . T he sittings oC the cou r ts {tr ibunaux) shall be public unless such 
publicity jeopardi~e$ law .,_nd order or mo rality, in which case the cour t shaH so 
declar e by a decision. 

C losed tlessione s:hall not b-e per mitted in ca:les o£ politi<::al oHenses o r olfenses 
involving the p ress . 

Article 120. Every decision of the superior and the Jower court$ shall ttate 
the grounds for the d ecision and s ha ll be prono\u'lced in a public hearing . 
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Article J2 1. Such decisi.orts shaH be pronounced and executed in the name of 
the r e public. They s ho:dl carry executory instructions, the wording of which shall 
be dete rmined by l aw . 

Notaria l acu Sh <tll be put in the same fo r m whe n their eompuho ry execution 
is involved. 

Article 122. An interpretation given by the legisla tive branch shall be applied 
to the case without the retroactive effect of taking away the rig hts acquired by tho 
re s j udiC3t:L, 

The cour ts s hall apply the public administration decrees a nd r egulations o nly 
insofar as they are in conform it)' with the l3w. 

Chapte r v 

P rosecution o f Members of the Branches o f Government 

Article 123. The Legislature shall impeach the president of the r e public and 
summo n him before the National Asscmbl)• ;;~.eting a~ a high court ofj ustieefortr ea ­
son QT any o the r e rime o r oHense committed in the discharse o! h is !unctions . 

It shall also impeach a nd summon before the high court : 

1. sec reta r ies of state and under sec retaries of s tate. in case o f embezzle .. 
ment, treason, abuse or excess of author ity, OJ: any other c rime or of­
fense commiued in the exercise o f thei r functio n s ; 

2 . In case o f maladministration, the membe-rs of the Court o! Cassation :tnd 
the officers of the minist'ere public .:Lttached to that court. 

Impeachment may be pronounced only by a two- thirds majorit>• oft he members 
of the Legis huure. 

Wl1en the hearin8 opens, each member of the high court of justice shall swea r 
to judge with tho imparti3.1ity :md Ci rmness appropriate to 3. f ree and hone$1 man, ac ­
cording to h is conscience and his innermost conviction. 

By secret ballot and a m ajority vote, the hig.h court of justice shall appoint 
one third o! ils membe r s to conduct the judic ial lnctuiry. The dechion shall be pro­
nounced on the r ecommendation of the investigating comm ission. 

T he high court of j'lolltice shall p r onounce nopena ltyothe rthandi$quttJi!icMion, 
d ismissal from o!fi.cc, and loss o f the r ight to hold public oC!ice for not less than 
o ne nor more than five years: but the convicted person may be summoned before the 
ordin<lry courts, in l.\ccordance with the law if there <.t-ro g rounds !or applying othe r 
p enalties o r for bringing c ivil action. 

No one m a y be t r ied or convicted except by a two -thirds majority vote of the 
m ember s of the National Assem bly sitting as a h igh cou rt of j u stice . 

Article 124. Incase of maladministration, a judge or o!!icer of the minisiere 
public shall be impeached by a section of the Court of Cas sation. 
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I( an entire c;ourt i s involved, the impeachment shall be made by the Cour t of 
Cas .sa t ion, sitting a$ a fu ll c;ourt, 

Article I ZS. The law shall govern the manner of taking proceedings again st 
the presid e nt of the rep\lblic, .sec r e ta ries o! state, \mde r .sec reta ries of state, and 
magi.strates i n c;;'lSCS of c r imes o r o ffe n ses committed b>• them eithe r in the dis ­
cha rge of their d ut ies or outside their d\lt ies. 

The benefit of presc ript ion may not be invoked by m i litary or civili.an oflicials 
guilty or a r b itr a r y and illegal ac ts against private indivi<haals until ten yea rs after 
the te r mination o f their duties . 

TITLE V 

PRIMARY ASSEMBLIES 

Article 126. T he primary assemblies shaH m eet every six years at the call 
of the chief e xecutive, o r 3\ltom atically in the t'lbsence of such call, in C3Ch com · 
mune O J\ the second Sunday in February, in accorda nce w i th the procedure provided 
by law, to elect communal councillors and membcn of the Legislature. 

i'hey shall meet on special convocation for the by-elections provided for in 
Article 53 of thi s c;onstination . T he same shall be tr\le in the c;ase contempl a ted in 
A r t icle 62 o! the con stitutio n , 

They may not t~ke t~p any matter other than the one assigned to them b y this 
const itution and must be dissolved afte r the purposes for which they have met a r e 
accomplished. 

Article 127. The law s hall r e.sulate t he- manner o f voting in the prim ary as­
semblies . 

TITLE VI 

THE ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM 

Chapter I 

.C,ommu na l i\nd prqCpctur;d lnstHutiontl. T echnicAl <\nd Admini st rMive Counc;i}g of 
Arrgndissements l\nd Administrative Councils of l3:ur a l Sections 

A r ticle 128 , 'fhe commune s hall be a utonomous . The condition s lll'\d limit$ 
of this autonomy shall be gove rne d b y taw. 

A r ticle 129 . Any commune- whOse r eve1\ue does not pe r-mit it to have an auto· 
nomous administration m<1y be attached to the neare st c ommune in the form or a 
district qua r tier. 

A r ticle 130 . 1'he comm'.lnal council shall be e lected for a period of six years 
and its members may be reelec ted an indeHnite number of terms . 
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The number of memben of the commun<1l c ouncils shall be fi.xcd by law. 

To be eligible for membership in a communa l council, it shall be nece ssary: 

I. to be a Haitian: 

2. to have a ttained 25 years of age; 

3 . to enjoy <:ivil and political :rights ; 

4 . tO own r eal property in the commune or to e ngage in an industry o r prac· 
tice a profession there; 

5 . to have resided at least five yearil in the commune. 

Article 131 . A technicill cot~ncil of th ree m e m be rs, <tppointcd by the prcsi · 
de nt of the r epublic, $h:l.ll :usls t each communal council. 

Artic le 1.)2. Th¢ rt~r~l section shall be &ove rned by an adminis tr.:Hive council 
pre s ide d o ve r by a leader of the com m une and orgilnized to a llevia'e the living con · 
d itions in the ruri\1 are<~.$ ~nd to r aise the intellec tual~ moral, a nd s~i<ll level o£ 
the peasant. The community and basic educational cooperative systems sha ll 00 
org;mi~cd there, <'.S weU ~$ s m<tll agriC\Jltt.~ral a nd c o u age·indus try lo3n $. 

A rticle 133. The communa l council rnay be d issolved onl y ln cases of duly 
established neg ligence, embe;tzlement, or maladministration. 

In s uch case, the president of the repubHc sha.ll form a commun<tl com is· 
sion o( three members to administe r the i1Heresu o£ the commune until the ne x t 
e lections . 

Article 134. The communal cotmcil JJha.ll man<tge the :rC$Ource5 ol the com ­
mune fo:r its e xclusive p roflt and shall render a detaiJed, d ocumented accou.nt of its 
management to the centr a l government. 

It s ha ll appoint iU oflici<tl$ a nd employees without the inte rvention of a ny 
othe r authority . 

It s hall prepare its l i$t of taxes and cha:rs;es In o rde:r to propose certain laws 
to the central gove r nment, which may, nevcrthcle3s .. m3ke such c hanges therein 
as are conside r e d neces sa r y. 

Article 135. .Before takins; o££ice, the members of the communal counc il or 
of the communal comission, as the c<tse m ay be, shall take the following oath be· 
f o :re the competent chtil court : " I swear to respect the rights o( t ho people, to work 
for progr ess in my commune, to be l:lhh!ul to the constitution and the law, and to 
conduct m~·sel! in a ll matters as a decent, honest c itiz.e n . " 

Article J 36. In the event of the death, r esignation, or judicial disabilit~· of 
a membe r o f the communa l council, or of his conviction entailing the loss o£ libe r t y 
and civil rights, he sha.ll be r eplaced by a cit izen appointed by the pres ide n' of the 
r epublic . 

In case o£ ~he de~th, r esignMion, o r j udicl:'ll d isabiHty o £ two members or of 
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their conviction, which ha.s be:come a re.; judic~t", entailing the loss o£ liberty or 
civil rights, the preside nt of the re public s h;)ll be .;\uthodzed tO form 3 c::om munt\1 
commission to manage the inte rests of the commune until the ne xt e l ectio n s . 

A rticle I 37 . The of!ice of prefect shall be c :-eMed in the depattments, and, 
if necessary, in the arrondlssements . 

The prefects shaH be civil o!Cicials who re present the e xecutive bnnch di­
rectly . 

The law s ba ll dete:rmine thei r !unctions and the place: of the ir reside nce . 

Article 138 . In each prefectural district, technical councils of arrondisse ­
m e nts shall be established, p re sided ove r by the prefect <'lnd composed o! techn i­
cians drawn (rom the gove rnme nt departments a nd r esponsible f o r c ontro lling the 
communal co uncils . They shall see to the political, administrative, economic, 
soc ial, and cultur<l.l interests o! the comm u nes unde r thei. r con trol, in th is connec­
tion preparing o r coo rdinating the development plans and prog rams and ensuring 
the e Hecti.ve implementat ion of the plans and programs entrusted to the care and 
attention o( the technical councils attached to th~ communal council$ . 

Article 139. The law Sh<l.ll dete rm ine the org<~.ni~ation a.nd oper~tions o! the 
v~riovs councils. 

Chapte r ll 

Civil Service 

Article 140. Covernme.nt employees and oflicia ls shall be in the &e rvicc of 
the state and not of a certain political faction . T hey rn<'l.y not utili ze their oWces 
lo r the pvrpose o! playing e lectio n politics . 

Article 141 . The law shall regulate the civil service, pa rticvlarly the re ­
qviremcnts for ernplO)•meru 1 promotions , transfe rs, septt ration, a.nd di smissal on 
the basis of aptitude, merit, and conduct. T he. law s ha ll gua rantee empl o>•ment 
secur ity and the right of :Lppcal from d isciplinary or othe.r me~sures . 

Those who hold political ol(ice or positions, in particular secretaries of 
s tAte, under sec r e ta ries o£ StMe1 pre!ecu, t he mini$t~He public, ambasst~.dor&, 
the private secr etary o f the president o! the republic, and $CCretaries or direc tors 
general of the gove rnment se rvices shall not be includ ed in the government career 
service. 

Article 14Z. Strikesbygovernmentcmployees a nd officials and the collective 
abandonment of t hei r duties shall be forbidden. 

Militarization of the gove rnment Se rvices or general mobilization may be 
decreed in the event of national peril or se riou s civil d isturba nces, especially in 
the event of an illegal or political general strike . 

Gene ral mobilization shall be d ecreed by the executive branch, under the 
MiHtary Service Law. 
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TITLE V II 

PUBLIC FINANCE 

Chapter I 

National Revenue and the 8udgct 

Article 143. The public r evenue or government finances shall be constituted 
by taxes, charges, and the agdcultu T.al , Industrial, a nd comme r c ial resources de ­
rived (rom ente rpri ses of the s ta te and its credit institutions. Taxes a re a deduc­
tion b)· the s ta te based o n the taJ¢paycr 1 s weallh. Charges ~re the d i rect cost o( a 
$e rvice. 

Article 144 . Taxes fo r the benefit of the s tate and the communes may be 
levie d only by law . 

Th¢ bws est:tblis hing taxes shAll be valid for o nl)• or.e year. 

A l'ticle 145 . Direct taxation shall be e{fcc tcd on aprogrcsslvebaslsandsha11 
be computed \\Cco rding to the amount of the we<1lth, sa lat)' and waget~, and income . 

Article 146, The gou rde shall be the moneta r y unit. 

The Jaw shall fi x the fineness a 11d weight of the gou:-de a nd of a ny fractional 
m oney tha t tJ1e s tate i$ empowe red to issue as leglll tender th r oughout the te rrito r y 
of the r e public . 

The N.ationnl Dank of the Republic o( Haiti, whose cha rter shall be determined 
by law, shall be accorded the e xc lusive p r lvllc&e of issving po.tpcr currency ropro ­
$Cnting the gourde . 

No paper currency 0 1' coins m :~.y be issued e xcept ln <~.ccord<~.ncc with a law 
d etermining the amount and the use thereof. 

In no CAse ma>• the $<lid figu r e be e xceeded. 

Tho state 8hall d i rec t the monetary poHcy in s uch away as tocreateandm:ti n­
tain the condition s most fa vo rable to the development o( the national econom y . 

Article 147 . No p r ivilege. m ay be estab lis he d in the rnntte r of ta xes . No ex­
emption, lne re~se, o r deC r ¢3.$¢ in t3.xes m;\y be establhhcd e xcept by law. 

Article 148. No pension, bonus, subsldy, o r a llotment may be paid out of 
the publle treasury e xcept b y vi r tue o! a l ttw propo,ed by the executive branch. 

Article 149 . The holding of two o r more sala ried public otlices at the So.tm e 
time is expres sly fo r bidden, e xce pt in seconda r y, highe r, o r vocational education, 
Or In the c a se of a profcs6o r s h ip in highe r educntion or of a technical posi tion in 
the same iicld. 
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Article I SO. The Budget Bureau, which is under the d irec t cont ro l of the 
chic! executive, s hall be eh~rged with preparing the budget of national receipts and 
e xpenditure$, in close cooperation with the p¢ r-r'n3ntnt sec ret:Lry of the Supreme 
Technical Council on Nationa l Resources a nd Economic Oevelopm~nt, and sh{l.llfol~ 
low through its execution. It shall, in "-ddition, endeavor to promote the national 
economy by incorporating public receiptS and expenditures into gene ral plan s for 
th-e n:uion's economic de velopment. 

Ar ticle 151. The budget o( C3Ch ministeri<~o l dcpattmcnt s ha ll be d ivided into 
chapters and sections and must be voted on a r ticle by article. 

i 'hc transfe r of alloc~uions ls expressly forbidden. No amount alloc::ued fo r 
one chapter may be credited to another c hapter and used for other e xpenditures 
without a law. 

The secretar y of state for finance must1 on his own rcsponsibilit}', deliv-er 
each month to each ministerial department only onc~twelfth part of the amounts pro~ 
vided fo r in its budget unl-ess a decision has been made by the council of sec reta ries 
of state in an exceptional case . 

The general accou.nts of receipts and expenditures of the republic shall be 
kept by the sec ret:t.ry of state fo r finance :\ccording to a n accounting method e~Stab ­

Hshed b>• law . 

The fiscal year shall besi11 on October l a nd end on Septernbe:r 30 o£ the fol .. 
lowing year. 

Agencies for the Adrninistration of Government Revenue 
and Control of Public Expenditures 

Article ISZ . An autonomous agency to be known as the Superior Court of 
Accounts, "-"d to be charged with the .._dministrative and jurisdictionAl control of 
all government receipts a nd expenditures is hereby c reated . 

This agency shall be consulted o n a ll m:'ltten; relating to legiSltuion rega rding 
public finance as well as on aU proposed financia l or commercial contracts, asree­
menu, and conventions to which the .&tate is a pa r ty . 

Its organization and manner of operatiOr\ shaH be prescribed by law . 

Article 1 S3 . For the purpose of maintaining constant, careful s upe rvision 
over public ~xpcnditures, a (iftccn - member parliamentary committee of general 
accounts responsible for rcp-ort lns, on the administ ration of the secretaries of State 
shall be elected by sec ret b:~o llot at the beginning of each legislative seuion, in or ­
der to ~rmit the legislative body to give or refute them di scharge. 

T his committee may engage the .services o( no more than three specialized 
accountants and some clerks. 

Article 154 . Each ~·car the Legisla ture shall p repare : 
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I. the s tatemc,nt of rece ipts and expenditures fo r the p receding year, o r 
year s; 

Z. the gene ral national budget conta ining the rough e3timates and the portion 
of the funds allocate d to each ministe ria l department fo r the year. 

Howeve r, no p roposal 0 1' amendme nt n'l tl.)' be intr oduced whe n the budget is 
prepared without provision for the nC!cesS<lr')' ways and means . 

No change rnay be made to inc rease or decrease the salaries of gove rnment 
oificials except by an amendme nt o! the laws relati ng thereto. 

Article ISS. The general ilccounts and the budgets provided fo r in the p r e .. 
ceding art icle, accompanied by the report of the Superior Court o f Accot~nt.s m\zst 
be submitted to the Legislattzre by the scc r et<Lr)' o£ il:tatc fo r finance within fifteen 
(IS) days of the opening of the legisla t i ve session. The same s ha ll be tr\le of t he 
annual bala nce s heet and s tatement of operations o£ U1e National B<lnk of the Rcp1.1b· 
lie o f llaiti and o f a ll other accounts of the t-laitian State. 

The legislature may refrain from do ing any legisla tive work u ntil these docu ­
m e nts ~ rc p resented to it, It shall ref~u;e togr:tnt the secret<J.rieS-o£state d ischarge 
a nd even refuse to vote on the bt1dgct when t he accounts submitted do not in them .. 
s~lves, 0 1' by St•pporting dO<:tlm¢nts, p r ovide the neccss~ry d;:lta !or verification i\nd 
e valuation. 

Article 156. If, for ;:my r ei!. Son whatever, e xcept that of failure to submll the 
documents referr e d to in the p receding article o r of inadequacy of the;: suppor ting 
doct.lmcnu , the Legi$1Mt.lr t: doe$ not act u po n the b\tdgct Cor one or more ministe­
rial departme nts bcfore it adjourns, the budget o r budQ,ets of the dep3 rtm¢ nts con" 
c o rned which were in force dttring the <!t•r:·cnt fiscal yc<tr s ha ll be continued for the 
following fiscal year . 

In t he e ve nt that, through fault o! the e xecutive branch, the national budget s 
ha.ve not been approved, the p resident of the r~pt~blic s ha11 immediately call i\ spe· 
cial session of the Legislature for the $Olo purpose of appro•.-ing them, subject to 
~ny con :Jtilution:tl S{lnction s to be taken against the see r et;)ries o( State who a r e rc · 
s pons iblc. 

Article I S7, A\ltonomot~S u:ue instit\ltions a nd enteTpri3C$ and agencies $t1b· 
s idtzed wholly o r in part by treasu r y fund s, with tho e xception o f credit institutions 
$haJl be gove rne d by speci:1.l budgets and salar)' sys tem:; approved by the e xecutive 
branch. 

Article J SS. A J.lingle i\Ccot~nting syste m prepared by the Bud get Bt~reau of 
the republic s ha ll be established for all government services. 

Retot~rces m :'l.)' be $epa rated !rom the aggregate n<1tion~l property, in acco r ~ 

dance •Vith the provis ions of the law. and a llocated !or the establis hme nt of or in­
c re~se in s pecial (unds for gove rnme nt agencieS- pv.rst~ing cultural a ims , for the 
eiHablishment ;)nd cond\lc t o( welf~ re o r social securit)' activi ties, (or the develOp'" 
mcnt of small urban and rural properties oro! the economy in general. 
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TITLE VIII 

THE ECONOMIC SYSTEM 

Article 159. 'the aim o! the economic system is to ensure to a ll members 
o! the nationa l community a decent life. It is based chiefly on the principles o! so­
cial justice . 

Art icle 160. Econom~e freedom s h:..ll be g1.1arolnteed so long as it is not con­
trar y tO the public inter est. 

The state shaH p rotcet private enterprise and sh:..ll endeavor to sec that it 
develops under the conditions necessary to increasing the national wealth in such a 
wtty <t& to en s l)t'C the particip3tion or the IO'l rgest posstb)e n1.1mber o! persons in the 
bene!hs of this wealth. 

Article l6J . No corporation or foundation, regardless o! its title o r purpose, 
may rctai.n owneuhip or eontrol o! real property othe r than that inte nded immedi ­
atel y and directl)' !or its own use or !or the purpose of its establishment. 

Article I6Z. Privileges granted for a limite d period may be accorded by the 
law to inventors or p\\tent improve rs, a nd monopolies m~~)' be g ranted to the !HI\te 
o r communes if the public interest so requires . 

A rticle 163. The state may assume responsibility for the administrat ion of 
enterprises that per (orm services essentia l tO th~ commvnity, in o rde r to en&1.1re 
their continuity if their owners, entrepreneurs, d irectors, or managers refuse to 
abide by the lt\wS re lating to th¢ n;)tion•s econornlc and social organ ization. 

It m3)' ~ho assume C01Hro l o!, a nd even n:~.tionaH:r.c, p roperty belonging to 
nationals o! countries with which Haiti is at war. 

Article J64 . The construction ol dwclling.s is declared to be in the public 
inte rest . 

The s tate shall e ndeavor to see that the la rgest poss ible number o! families 
own their own homes. It $hall ta.kc 3teps to cns\lre that every agric:1.1hural o r in ­
dustrial enterprise provides its worke rs and employees with a hcaJth(ul, comfort ­
Able horne. 

Article 165. It shall be exprculy stipulated in any concession g ra rncd by the 
s ta te !or the establishment of wharve s, railroads, canals, or any other works re ­
lating to pubHc utilities, that, after a period not exceeding fifty {SO) years, s uch 
works shall ~utornaticl.llly become the prope r ty ol the StMe, in pcr(cct ope rating 
condition, without tho payment of any compensation. 
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TITLE IX 

THE SOCIAL SYSUM 

Chapter I 

Article 166. T he (;);mily, the (ound:u ion of society, shaH be protected by the 
state, which favors marri\lge, $eel< $ co (lid ;);nd i'IUi SC mothers a nd children, ~nd 
cna<!ts the necessa r y laws and reg ulation.& enabling each home to enjoy the do&ree 
of w ell - being etsenti <~.l to its t r 3nquility and iu coope ra t ion in keeping law and o r • 
de r a nd social peace . 

Article 167. Marriage $hall be on a basis of the political and economic 
equality of the pa rties . 

A rticle 168. Legitimate children, and lllegitimate children who have been 
legaUy acknowledged, s haH hl\ve equ;tl rights to the educO\tion. protection, $\lpport, 
and ca re of thei r parents . 

i\rtic lc 169 . The 10\w $h3ll fix the cortdhlons unde r which 3n eUort mt'ly be 
made to determine paternity. 

A rticle 170. ·the law shall gove r n cases of aduhe rine a nd \1lcestuou s child r en. 

Artl.cle 171 . 'l"he s tate shall protect the physical, mental, and moral health 
o! minors And :;~h;tll guarantee their r ight to suppo rt and educat ion. 

A rticle 172 . Juve1)ile delinquency s hall be gove rned by a special juridical 
system. 

Chapter II 

Article 173 . Work. a social function. shall enjoy the protection of the s ta te 
;:tnd t ha11 not be Subjec t to e xplo ita t ion . 

The s ta te shall e ndeavor to p r ovide the manual or intellectual wot-ke r w i th a.n 
occup<t.tion th:u will en<tble h im tO provide his !;);mUy, as well as him self, w ith the 
economic conditions of a decent life. 

Arlicle 174 . Work shall be governed by a l<lbor code who~;c chief purpose 
&hall be tO harmonhe the relation between capital and labor a 1ld which shall b-e 
founded on general principle$ aimed At improvement in the living c ondition s of 
workers. 

Article J 75. Workers ' rights rna)• not be waived, a nd the laws granting such 
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rights t~h<t.ll be binding on all the inhabit<tnt$ of H;)iti. 

J\rticle J76, T he $tate s h<l11 ast1~1me res pons ibility for those indigents who, 
because of age or physical or mental d isabilit)'' , are unable to work. 

TITlE X 

CULTURE 

Arti.clc 177. The development <tnd s prc<td o! cultu re s hall constitute both an 
obligation a nd t\ primary aim of the s tate. 

£ dueatton shall be an cuential function of the s ta te, which shall organi%o the 
education<tl =system <~.nd create the servicc=s needed fo r that purpose . 

Article 178 , Educ:ttion s ha H foster the full development of the personality of 
s tudents so that they will m<lke a cons tructive contribution to society and help incul­
cate the principle of respcet fo r the rig ht s of m an, combat the spi r it of intolc r .:.tnce 
and hatred, and develop the ideal of national, panamerican, and world unity . 

B<l&ic education shall be compulso r y and s hall be p r ovided f ree o r c h:.tr ge b>• 
the state in order to reduce the number o! illiterates and permit aU persons to Cui· 
fill conscientious ly thei r role o! workers, p3 renu, a nd cit ize n s . 

:\rtiele 179 , No public o r private educati01Hll establishment may refuse to 
admit students on the ba$i& of the nature of the marriage relationship of their par­
e nt s o r auardlans. o r on that of social , racial, political, o r relig ious diHc rcn.ces. 

Article 180 . Teachers must furnish proof of their qualificatons as prescribed 
by l:.tw. 

Inst ruc t ion ir' the history and geog raphy of Haiti, cl.vic respons ibHi.ty and tho 
constitution, which governs the people, mtliSt be g iven in all ed~,.~e~tional eSt<th lis h­
ments, both public a nd privAte, by Haitian teachers . 

Article JSJ , The folk , a.rti:Hic, <lr cheological , ~nd hisLorical treasu re s of 
the country belong- to the heritage of Haiti. T hey s hall be placed u nder the protec ­
tion of the st:t.tt> a nd shaU be subject to special laws e J)Suring their prcset'vation and 
safekeeping . 

TITLE XI 

HEALTH AND WELFARE 

Article l 8Z . The health o f the inhabitants of Hait i &hall constitute part of the 
gener:.tl welf<lre. 

The s t:tte s hall provide free medical assistance to the s ick, <and it s hall be its 
bounden duty to prevent a nd, i (necc&3<Lry, limit the s pre3dof con tagiou s o r e ndemic 
diseases. 
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Article 183. The practice of professions directly related to the health of the 
people shall be strictly regul<t.ted by l~w. 

Article 1M. A supe r ior p\.lblic health council shall watch over the health of 
the people. 

Its organization and manner of operation shall be Hxed by law. 

TITLE XII 

THE ARM £0 fORCES 

Article ISS. The a rmed forces shall be established to d efend the integrity of 
the territory and the sove reignty of the r·epublic a nd to maintain law and order as 
auxiliaries to the civilian authorit:,• to which they a rc subject. 

Police !unctions shall be separate from those of the army a nd entrusted to 
special agents, who shall be \\object to Civi l ;;tnd pen~l l i;tbility in the manner and 
under the c onditions prescribed by law. 

The president of the republic s hall be tho actual supreme commander of the 
armed rorces, the police forces, and the nat ional security volunteers . Those in 
command or the said forces shall be considered <\s receiving their authority from 
him. The president of the republic shall make a ll decision!~ regarding the a rm(!od 
force& in accordance with the eonstitvtion ~nd all law$ a nd r egtzla.tions in !orce . 

Article 136. Milit~ry ec rviee sh.:all be compulsory lor all Haitians. 

'rhe law shall lix the m~thod of recruit Ins mllhary ptHSOI\nel, and the length 
of se rvice. 

Article 187 , The a rmed forces shall be apolitica l and obedient. 1'hei r orga~ 
nization and the performanee of their activities sh<~.U be ~ubject to specittl law$, 
provisions, ttnd r eg:ulal ions . 

Militar)' pcr&onncl on active duty s hall not be eligible !or rcpresent<t.tive or 
executive duties. Any military person who is a cand idate for an o!flce in either 
category mtJSt resign ~t least one year before the time set fo r the eleetiOn$, Mili~ 
tary personnel on <tctive d\lty m ay not be c;alled to a ny pvblie o!£ice. 

A r ticle 188, The m ilitnry career shall be a pr ofessional career, and only 
ranks obtained s trictly according to the sc;;tlc establis hed by law Sh<\U be recognized . 

One who has lcg3lly obt~ined a military r ank shall hold tha t rank fo r life and 
rna~· be deprived o( i t only b)' execvtory decision. 

Artic le 189. Arms ~nd war material may be imported or manufactured only 
with the authorization and under the control of the e xecutive b ranch . 

A rticle 190. The org;:tnization ol the armed forces and of the cour t s to which 
thO)' are subject shaH be fixed by law. 
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The military court mu!lt pronounce judgment in the presence of the "-CCUtlc:d 

and o{ his count~el, and mention o£ compliance wlth this formality mullt be made in 
the s~id judg-ment, all on pain of nullity. 

The d efendant o r his covnsel ma~· We a t~tatement of appeal to the Court of 
Cassation either with the oHiee r acting as court clerk, who muat receive i t at the 
hearing ittelf, or with the clerk o( the civil court in the judicial dist rict where the 
j udgment is r ende red, w i th in three (3) clear d ay$ of the dcchlon. The time limit 
and the appeal shall be s uspensive-. 

T ho officer or court clerk who receiv-es the s ta tement must transmit it, with 
"-11 the documenu of the proceedings, within fifteen (15) days to the member of the 
m ini.s tCre public M the Court of Cassation who is to prep"'-re the C~$¢ , 

TITLE XIII 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 19 1. The national colors shall be black and red, a rranged vertically, 
an emblem created on May 18, 1803 <n A r-c~h~ic by Jean-J<leque$ Deualinu, the 
gr-eat founde r of the Haitian father land, in confo r-m it)' with the p rovisions of the 
Imperial Con$tilution of ! 80S. 

The coat o{ armt~ of the republic shall be: A palmene h n ·mountcd by the ca.p 
ol liber-ty adorned b y a trophy with the legend: "L'union fai t la force" {In u r'lion 
th e re is strength) . 

The motto is : "Libe r tC, egaHt.!, !rate r-nit.!••. 

The national anthem $hall be the.: "Dessalinie nne". 

Article 192. No one may be require d to L"-ke an oath cxeept A$ presc ribe d by 
the constitution or a law. 

Article 193. The national holid~ys sh.-~U be: Indep-endence Day, January I; 
Heroes ' Oay, Jartu:t.ry 2; Ag ricultur e 3nd Labor O<&y, May J; Flag Day, Mt~.y 18; 
Battle o( Ver tiC: res DA)', November 18, which is also Armed Forces Day; Sover­
eignty and National Recognition Day, May 22; <tnd Oi$Covery O~y, December .S. 

'fhe legal holidays shall be determined by law . 

Article 194. No public administration law, arrlHC, or r-egulation shall be 
compulsory until it is published in the manner presc: r-ibed by law, 

Article 19S. No p lace and n o ptt.r t of the te rritory may be declar e d to be in 
a s tate of siege except in eases of civil distu rbances oro{ imminent invasion by a 
for-eign force . 

An act issued by the president of the republ i<.: d ee:Ja dng a s tAte of siege must 
be signed by all the sec rctarict~ of state and provide !or the ;mmediate convening 
o{ the Legislatur e to r ule on the de td r~'bility of the meas\)r e, 
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The Legislature shall decree, with t.he execotlve branch, which of the con s ti­
tutional goarantees may be suspended in the parts of the territory in a State o( $iege. 

The efiecu of the state of siege shall be governed by a special law . 

TI TLE XIV 

SPECIAL PROVISIONS 

Article 196. The legisbtive chambe r constituted by the e lection o( April 30, 
1961 shall exercise the legislative power until the second Monday in April 1967, the 
date of e xpiration of the term o f ofllce o£ the deputies now in o!liee . 

In these circumstances, Dr. Fran~ois Duvaller, supreme chief of the liaitian 
nation, having developed, for the fi r s t time s ince 1804! <t national $pirit through a 
radical change in the political , economic, s ocial, cultural, a nd religious situation 
in Haiti, Is e lected p resident for life in orde r to ensure the accomplishments and 
permanence of the DuVitlierbH Revolution \,mder the Stnndard of national unity. 

Arti<::le 197. aeeause he has: 

I. through a suitable reors,arti~ation of the armed forces, established peace 
and order, which had been dangerc>u$ly disturbed after the tragic events 
of 1957; 

Z. m ade possible and effec,ed tho reconciliation of political factions whowe r o 
bitte r ly opposed to each othe r a t the time of the fall of the 1950 regime ; 

3. laid the bases for national prospe r ity by promoting agricultur e :md the 
gr<~.dual industd31h;<~.tion of the cot.mtry, which have been facilitated by the 
establishment o f major installations a nd infrastructure works; 

4. established the economic and f inanci"-1 stabilit)' of the state despite the 
disastrous action of combined fo rces !rom within a nd without, aggr~v<'t<:d 
by the cyclical disasters resulting from the violence of nature; 

S. organi~ed effective protection of the working maues by harmonizing: the 
interests and asplTati.on s of capital a nd the workers: 

6 . a d vocated, arld set up, a rational organi~ation of the rural section a nd, by 
A new c::ode, r es,ul:ued rur:tl life so as to establls h justice in tha t envi r On" 
mcnt, thu$ opening up the way for the pe r m3nent r e habilita tion of the pe3. sants: 

7 . launched and carried out a litorac~· campaign for the mauet~ and thus !ul ­
!ill¢d the aspi r .)tions of the little people and tho humble for more knowledge 
and well - being; 

8. est:ablished o rganization s for t.he protection of women, motherhood, chil­
dren, and the f;tmily; 

9 . established the national University oi Haiti. and thus satisfied the legiti ­
mate desire: of young people fo r information and the conquest o f the fu ture 
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through knowledge; 

10. establlshed respect for the rights of the people and the prerogatives of 
national t;ove rc ignty; &trengthened the p restige a nd dignity or the Haitian 
community: and protected the sacred he ritage of our ancestors from a ny 
att<'.ck: 

11. embraced, through his dome stic policy, a ll the social classes in hi$ care 
a nd, through an ef!ectivc, able foreign policy, de!ended the integ rity of 
Haitian te rrito ry and the national independence; 

12. c o ncentr ated, in shor t , a ll hts e fCo ru on the establis hme nt o£ a s trong 
nation, capable of fuHilling i t s destiny in liberty and with p r ide for the 
h~ppincss of a ll its sons and for w o rld peace. 

Bec:h.1'e he hAS th1.1s become the unquestioned leader of the r evolution, the 
apostle of national unity, tho worthy heir of the !oundcr!J of the Haitia n nation, the 
restor e r o£ the fatherland, a nd becavse he has been unconditionally acclaimed, by 
the g reat majority of the people, c hief o f the national community without limita tion 
as to length of term : 

Dr. Fran~ois O,tvatie r, h:tving been elec te d president of the r e public, shall 
perfo rm his high duties for life, pursuant to the provision$ of Artielc 92 of this 
c onStitutio n. 

TITL E XV 

REVISION Of THE CONSTITUTION 

Article 198 . On the r ecommendation o f one of its members or of the exec\1-
tivo br~nch, the legislative b r anch may declar e . in the course of a resula r session, 
that the provisions of the constitution now in force s hould be revised in whole or in 
part. 

Notic;e of such a statement sho.U be given immediatel y to the president of the 
r e publi.c and published in the offici31 journal . 

Alter the publication of the declaration. the Legislature, in the course of the 
same session o r upon convo-cation in a special SCIJlSion, tha11 meet as a. National 
AUem bly to r ule on the p r oposed revision. 

A rticle 199 . Upon completion of tho r evision, the National A8sembl y, mee ting 
in a Specia l tession, t haH pro-claim the new con stitution it it has be e n eompletel )• 
revised, or the amended provisions, if onl y partially r e v ised, ;)nd in that C39C Sh:tll 
incorpo rate them Into the constitution. 
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TITLE XVI 

FINAl PROVISIONS 

Artlclt" 200. All code!'! of laws, aU laws, all decrec .. laws, and all decrees 
now in force shall continue to be in e!Ccct insof~ r as they a re not contrary to t-hia 
consti tution. 

Specifically, a ll acts of the military council of government during the presi ­
dential v<~oc<lncy which began June 11, 1957, !'lh:t.ll be r a.ti(icd a.nd v.).lid1 subjct:t to 
the right of the competent branch of government to make, by legislative process, 
such changes in the decrees and a.rr(H6s issued by the said council a!'l the public 
interest may require. 

Article 201 . This constitut ion shall e nter Into force upon publication In t1H~ 
Moniteur, the o i!icial journ;:t.l of the republic. 

Done M the Legislative P.,.l.-cc, seat ot the Natio nal Constih1cnt Ast~embly, 
Por t•au Prince, May 25, 1?64, the 16 l :st year o f indepondonce. 
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THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 

The Organization of American States(OAS) Is the regional 
organization of the Western Hemisphere created to maintain 
the peace, ensure (reedom and security, and promote the 
welfare of aU Americans. The member states are Argentina, 
Barbados, Boll via, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
the Dominican RepubHc, Ecuador, £1 Salvador, Guatemala, 
Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, 
Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, Uruguay, and 
Vene·zuela. 

The OAS is an outgrowth of the International Union of 
American Republfcs, created In 1890 during the F'lrst Inter­
national Conference of American States, held In Washington, 
D. C. Today, it operates through a large number of different 
agencles and institutions throughout the Hemisphere, all con­
tributing to the objective or preserving the peace and security 
of the member states and promoting, by cooperative acdon, 
their economic, social, and cultural development. The Pan 
American Union, the central and permanent organ and General 
Secretariat of the OAS, hds irs headquar ters in Washington, 
D. C . 
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